OKLAHOMA LANDMARKS INVENTORY NOMINATION

Oklahoma Historic Preservation Survey, Oklahoma State University, 502 Math-Science Bldg.,
Stillwater, OK 74078

SOURCE OF NOMINATION: Contract Survey
BOYNTON ARMORY
LOCATION: Porter Avenue and Third Street, Boynton, Oklahoma 040, Muskogee County 101

CLASSIFICATION: building; public; public acquisition--N/A; occupied; unrestricted; present
use--military

OWNER: Oklahoma Military Dept., 3501 Military Circle NE, Oklahoma City, OK 73111
LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Muskogee County Courthouse, Muskogee, OK 74401
DESCRIPTION: fair condition; unaltered; original site

This esentially rectangular (120'x 140') building is constructed of red brick laid with a
running bond. Over the central drill floor unit the roof is arched, while elsewhere it is flat.
Both segments have parapets. The main double door entry is recessed in an archway and
framed by pilasters that extend above the roofline which are joined by a stepped cornice. The
pilasters, cornice and side walls into the entrance are capped with rusticated native stone of
buff color. The use of native stone is a motif also used on corner pilasters and at the roof line,
the latter lending a crennelation affect. There is also decorative brickwork above the
windows. There are four vehicle entryways on the west side, one of which has been enclosed
with bricks. Elongated window openings, with a cut stone sill, have also been enclosed with
red brick or cinder blocks. Unfortunately, the window and door alterations have impeached
the integrity of the structure.

SIGNIFICANCE: 1936; builder/architect: unknown

This building is situated in the heart of the city of Boynton, which is a predominantly
black community. It allowed this community to participate in Oklahoma's military prepardness
during World War II. Architecturally, the armory is unique in terms of materials in that brick
WPA structures are unusual in northeastern Oklahoma. Moreover, nothing in Boynton
compares to the structure in terms of scale. This WPA project also gave work to those
desperatley in need of it and infused wages from almost 75,000 man-hours of labor into
Boynton's economy.

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA:
Acreage: Less than one acre Quadrangle: Boynton, Okla.
1:24,000/7.5 min.
UTM: undetermined

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: Lots | through 5 and Lots 13 through 16, Boynton
Original.

PICTURE REFERENCE: none



