
OKLAHOMA LANDMARKS INVENTORY NOMINATION 

Oklahoma Historic Preservation Survey, Oklahoma State University, 502 Math-Science Bldg., 
Stillwater, OK 74078 

SOURCE OF NOMINATION: Contract Survey 

OKEMAH ARMORY 

LOCATION: Sixth and Columbia Streets, Okemah, Oklahoma 040, Okfuskee County 107 

CLASSIFICATION: building; public; public acquisition--N/ A; occupied; unrestricted; present 
use--military 

OWNER: Oklahoma Military Department, 3501 Military Circle NE, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
73111 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Okfuskee County Courthouse, Okemah, OK 74859 

DESCRIPTION: excellent condition; altered; original site 

This armory is a single-story, rectangular (109' x 130') building constructed of cut, 
coursed, and rusticated native stone of buff colors. The high ceiling central portion of the 
building has an arched roof, while on either side the roof is flat. Parapets are on all sections. 
Modified stepped pilasters over square segments with a stepped cornice enhance the 
doorways. There are also pilasters with decorative inserts at the corners. The 
building's workmanship displays a faint art deco style architecturally. The entrance is 
recessed behind a segmental archway. There are several garage entrances located at various 
locations on the armory. The metal encased windows have wood inserts and/or painted white. 

SIGNIFICANCE: 1936; builder/architect: unknown 

This armory is notable for its art deco style, but especially for its scale. Few 
structures in Okemah can compare to it in size. It is significant because construction of this 
building gave some economic security to unskilled and unemployed laborers when it was needed 
most in the winter of 1935-1936 and infused wages of some 29,000 man-hours of labor into 
Okemah's sick economy. The building itself contributed to the military readiness of a National 
Guard unit that distinguished itself during the course of World War II. 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA: 

Acreage: Less than one acre 

UTM: 14 744430 3924460 

Quadrangle: Okemah, Okla. 
1:24,000/7.5 min. 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: Lots 1 through 6 and 9 through 12, Block 13, Dill 
Addition of Okemah original. 

PICTURE REFERENCE: 75-a; 75-b 


