OKLAHOMA LANDMARKS INVENTORY NOMINATION

Oklahoma Historic Preservation Survey, Oklahoma State University, 502 Math-Science Bldg.,
Stillwater, OK 74078

SOURCE OF NOMINATION: Contract Survey
ZENA SCHOOL

LOCATION: Vicinity of Jay, Oklahoma 040, Delaware County 041; NE 1/4, Sec. 9, T 23 N, R
23 E

CLASSIFICATION: building; public; public acquisition--N/Aj unoccupied; unrestricted; present
use--other

OWNER: Zena Community, Route 3, Jay, OK 74346
LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Delaware County Courthouse, Jay, OK 74346
DESCRIPTION: excellent condition; altered; original site

This small (39' x 26') rectangular shaped building is constructed of random ashlar with
beaded mortar. It has a gable roof with a pedimented center gable and projecting eaves. The
front entry is arched with cut stone keystone. The wood door with lights is recessed and
topped with a transcom. An additional side entry consists of a single wood door with lights. It
is protected by a hood supported by brackets. The windows are all covered over by wood
insets. They originally reached to the eaves and had concrete sills.

SIGNIFICANCE: ca. 1936-37; builder/architect: unknown

The construction of a school in an isolated rural community such as Zena illustrates the
WPA's commitment to the future of this country's children. Construction of the school
provided employment to destitute farmers who spent the money locally helping to stimulate
the depressed economy. The school provided educational facilities to area children and
fostered a sense of pride among area residents. The school is notable for its pedimented
center gable design and for its arched entryway.

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA:

Acreage: Less than one acre Quadrangle: Jay, Okla.
1:24,000/7.5 min.

UTM: 15 333970 4039920

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: Go 4 miles north from Jay, then 4 miles east to a tract
of land commencing 210 feet east of the NW corner of the north 1/2 of the SW 1/4 of the NE
1/4 of Sec. 9, T 23 north, R 23 east; running east 105 feet; thence south 210 feet; thence west
105 feet; thence north 210 feet to the place of origin.

PICTURE REFERENCE: 36-a; 36-b



