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ATOKA FOOTBALL FIELD AND STADIUMS 

LOCATION: West Third Street, Atoka, Oklahoma 040, Atoka County 005

CLASSIFICATION: structure; public; public acquisition-NI A; occupied; unrestricted; present 
use--educa tional/ entertainment 

OWNER: Atoka Board of Education, 202 W. 1st Street, Atoka, OK 74525

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Atoka County Courthouse, Atoka, OK 74525

DESCRIPTION: good condition; altered; original site 

There are two spectator stands at the Atoka Football Field. Situated on the west side 
of the gridiron and measuring 125 feet by 38 feet, the larger one has three exterior walls 
constructed of rusticated and coursed native sand stone. The tiered floor and seats of the 
stands were built from poured and pre-formed concrete. At either end an arched doorway 
opens into space beneath the stadium seats. Across the field is a stands of eight tiers 
constructed completely of poured concrete and built into an earth embankment. Atop the 
thirteen tiers of the larger stadium, a press box has been built. This and a coat of white and 
maroon paint on that part of the stands facing the field have not altered the integrity of the 
structures. 

SIGNIFICANCE: 1937-1940; architect/builder: unknown 

The Atoka Football Field and Stadiums have significance in that they demonstrate the 
varied dimensions of the WPA building program and the agency's interpretation of "useful" 
public works. At a time when spirits and self-esteem were low, the athletic field promoted 
sporting events that enabled Atoka residents to forget their problems and cheer for winners. 
Moreover, it was the genesis of a fierce football tradition still evident in the community. The 
Atoka athletic facility also provided job opportunities for dozens of persons whose only 
previous support had been public relief. The payrolls generated helped ease the consequences 
of the depression among mainstreet merchants. 

GEOGRAPHICAL DAT A: 

Acreage: Less than two acres Quadrangle: Lehigh, Okla. 
1:24,000/7 .5 min. 

UTM: A-14 763690 3808340; B-14 763620 3808360 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: Beginning in the southeast corner of the Atoka School 
Addition to Atoka City original plat, the football field property runs 350 feet north, 330 feet 
west, 350 feet south, and 330 feet east. 

PICTURE REFERENCE: 4-A, 4-B, 4-C 


