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BENGAL SCHOOL 

LOCATION: Vicinity of Bengal, Oklahoma 040, Latimer County 077; Sec. 11, T 4 N, R 21 E 

CLASSIFICATION: building; public; public acquisition--N/ A; occupied; unrestricted; present 
use--religious 

OWNER: Bengal Community Improvement Club, Bengal, OK 74929 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Latimer County Courthouse, Wilburton, OK 74578 

DESCRIPTION: Good; unaltered; original site 

A three room building, the Bengal school is a single story, L-shaped (110' x 26', with 8' x 
24' extension) structure constructed of undressed and uncoursed native stone. Now covered 
with composition shingles, the intersecting gable roof with valley is also stepped. Doors are 
recessed behind archways, with the one at the interior angle fashioned into a porch. Wood sash 
classroom windows resting on concrete sills extend to the eaves. Rock selection is especially 
colorful. 

SIGNIFICANCE: 1936-1940; builder/architect: Okla. State Dept. of Education pattern book 

Significantly, construction of the school building provided work opportunities for 
impoverished laborers in the Bengal area who avoided starvation for themselves and family 
with their WPA wages. The new building also stimulated an enthusiasm for learning and pride 
in community that is still apparent in the maintenance of the building. Architecturally the 
building is unique in the community because of its type, style, scale, materials and 
workmanship. As a WPA structure it is notable for its colorful rock work. 

GEOGRAPHICAL DAT A: 

Acreage: One acre 

UTM: 15 311280 3856220 

Quadrangle: Talihina, Okla. 
1:24,000/7 .5 min. 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: Bengal is situated midway on state highway No. 82 
between Talihina and Red Oak. The school site is just west of the intersection of the state 
highway and a county road from the west. The property is described as 208 square foot tract 
of land in the NW corner of the W 1/2 portion of the NE 1/4 of the SE 1/4 of Sec. 11, T 4 N, R 
21 E. 

PICTURE REFERENCE: 67-A, 67-B, 67-C 


