OKLAHOMA LANDMARKS INVENTORY NOMINATION

Oklahoma Historic Preservation Survey, Oklahoma State University, 502 Math-Science Bldg.,
Stillwater, OK 74078

SOURCE OF NOMINATION: Contract Survey
DUSTIN SCHOOL CAMPUS (Two buildings)
LOCATION: Mahoney and Wilson Streets, Dustin, Oklahoma 040, Hughes County 063

CLASSIFICATION: buildings; public; public acquisition--N/A; occupied; unrestricted; present
use--educational

OWNER: Dustin Board of Education, Box 390660, Dustin, OK 74839
LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Hughes County Courthouse, Holdenville, OK 74848
DESCRIPTION: good condition; altered; original site

The Dustin School campus includes two WPA structures: a gymnasium and an
auditorium/classroom facility. The gymnasium is a high ceiling, single story structure.
Constructed of rusticated and coursed native sandstone, it is rectangular (66' x 90') in shape
with a flat roof and parapets. Window openings, with pre-formed concrete sills and lintels,
have been reduced in size and smaller energy efficient windows installed. A frieze and
pilasters, the latter around the door and made of poured concret, decorate the structure and
suggest an art deco influence.

Situated 210 feet north of the gym, the auditorium/classroom facility is a single story,
T-shaped (65' x 109', with 57' x 43' extension) structure constructed of rusticated and coursed
sandstone. Over the auditorium the roof is gabled; over the classrooms it is flat with
parapets. A gabled porch with an archway covers the front entry; two archway entries are
located at the interior angles; two others are situated at either end of the classroom section.
Wood sash window placement is by ones, twos, and fives. One of the larger window openings
has been enclosed with a wood insert, as has been one of the entryways. Neither enclosure
destroys the integrity of the building.

SIGNIFICANCE: 1839-1940; builder/architect: unknown

As rural WPA buildings, the two structures on the Dustin campus are notable for their
stylistic allusion to art deco and for their scale. Within the community this allusion makes
them unique architecturally as does their type, scale, materials and workmanship. The two
buildings are also significant because construction of them provided work opportunities and
some economic security for oil field workers long unemployed whose families faced the
spectre of starvation on a daily basis. Moreover, it created a new environment conducive to
learning, giving the isolated Dustin community modern educational facilities second to none in
the eastern portion of Hughes County.

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA:

Acreage: Less than one acre Quadrangle: Dustin, Okla.
1:24,000/7.5 min.



UTM: A--14 769450 3907160; B--14 769460 3907060

A VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: The south 130 feet and the north 140 feet of Block 103,
Dustin original

PICTURE REFERENCE: 51-A, 51-B, 51-C, 51-D



