OKLAHOMA LANDMARKS INVENTORY NOMINATION

Oklahoma Historic Preservation Survey, Oklahoma State University, 502 Math-Science Bldg.,
Stillwater, OK 74078

SOURCE OF NOMINATION: Contract Survey
HICKORY SCHOOL BUS BARN/TEACHERAGE
LOCATION: Vicinity of Roff, Oklahoma 040, Murray County 099

CLASSIFICATION: building; private; public acquisition--N/A; occupied; unrestricted; present
use--private residence

OWNER: A.L.Van Zant, Rt. 2, Box 52, Roff, OK 74865
LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Murray County Courthouse, Sulphur, OK 73086
DESCRIPTION: fair conditon; altered; original site

The old Hickory School bus barn/teacherage is a two-story (apartment above, garage
below), rectangular (36' x 27') structure constructed of tooled and randomly laid native stone.
The shingled roof is gabled with clapboard siding within the gable. The upper floor front is
sided with wood shingles. It has garage doors on the front-bottom and an upstairs entry with a
wooden porch and steps on the west side. The wood sash windows have concrete sills, and the
roof has projecting eaves.

SIGNIFICANCE: 1938; builder/architect: unknown

Architecturally a bus barn/teacherage combination structure is most unusual, virtually
one of a kind in terms of WPA-constructed facilities. Within the community it is most unique
not only in type, but also in style, materials and workmanship. The building is also significant
because construction of it and a now in ruins gymnasium virtually saved the school for the
town of Hickory. Because of inadequate facilities the school had been selected for
consolidation, but provision of new school structures by the WPA staved off that spectre.
Literally, modern education came to Hickory with the WPA. Construction also helped to
preserve the self respect and economic productivity of unemployed laborers left jobless by the
depression by providing them an opportunity for useful and gainful employment.

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA:
Acreage: Less than one acre Quadrangle: Roff South, Okla.
1:24,000/7.5 min.
UTM: 14-696770 3825860
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: Go five miles south and one mile west of Roff to
building site, it being situated in Lots 5 through 12 in Block 36, Hickory original plat, and
includes a tract ten feet east, north, west and south of the east, north, west and south exterior

walls of the building with the UTM identified above.

PICTURE REFERENCE: 48-a; 48-b



