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MCALESTER ATHLETIC FIELD AND STADIUM 

LOCATION: West Polk Street, McAlester, Oklahoma 040, Pittsburg County 121 

CLASSIFICATION: structure; public; public acquisition--N/ A; occupied; unrestricted; present 
use--educational/entertainment 

OWNER: McAlester Board of Education, Box 1027; McAlester, OK 74501 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Pittsburg County Courthouse, McAlester, OK 74501 

DESCRIPTION: excellent condition; altered; original site 

The McAlester athletic field consists of a red cinder track and a football gridiron. The 
stadium itself is situated on the west edge of the field. It is rectangular (200' x 28') and 
constructed of poured concrete, the stands rising some eleven tiers. Seventeen buttresses 
support the facade, which is also decorated with a crenellation. These features, along with 
centrally placed arched entryways, give the stadium an appearance of a medieval castle. A 
small pressbox atop the stands and temporary, unattached concrete block structures at either 
end, do not destroy the architectural integrity of the stadium. 

SIGNIFICANCE: 1938-1940; architect/builder: unknown 

As a WPA structure, the McAlester athletic stadium is unique architecturally because 
of its battlements and buttresses. Although totally concrete structures do exist, there is 
nothing similar in design. The facility also demonstrates the varied character of the WPA 
work program and the agency's special definition of "useful." For the people of McAlester the 
stadium fostered a measure of pride that is still apparent in athletic competition. To the 
community the stadium is architecturally unique in terms of style, type, scale and character of 
workmanship. It is also significant because of the economic impact construction of the 
facility had upon the residents of the community, giving jobs to those who had none and 
subsequently sales to merchants who needed some. 

GEOGRAPHICAL DAT A: 

Acreage: Less than two acres Quadrangle: McAlester, Okla. 
1:24,000/7.5 min. 

UTM: A-15 248100 3870120; B-15 248040 3869060; C-15 248020 3870950 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: Lots 12 and 14, Block 70 and Lots 3 and 4, Block 99, 
McAlester original 

PICTURE REFERENCE: 139-A, 139-B 


