OKLAHOMA LANDMARKS INVENTORY NOMINATION

Oklahoma Historic Preservation Survey, Oklahoma State University, 502 Math-Science Bldg.,
Stillwater, OK 74078

SOURCE OF NOMINATION: Contract Survey
PURCELL COMMUNITY HALL
LOCATION: 2nd and Adams Streets, Purcell, Oklahoma 040, McClain County 087

CLASSIFICATION: building; public; public acquisition--N/A; occupied; unrestricted; present
use--community activities

OWNER: City of Purcell, Purcell, OK 73080
LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION: McClain County Courthouse, Purcell, OK 73080
DESCRIPTION: excellent; altered; original site

The Purcell Community Hall is a single story, rectangular building (51' X 104') and is
constructed of dark red native sandstone laid in a cob web pattern. The masonry is splendid.
On the rear the roof is arched, while along the front it is flat. Window openings, with cut
sandstone sills and limestone lintels, are filled with either original metal casement windows or
with recently added wood inserts. On the front a limestone frieze and water table line provide
decorative relief, as does the segmental arch entryway. The window inserts do not impeach
the beauty or the integrity of this remarkable building.

SIGNIFICANCE: 1936-1937; architect/builder: unknown

The significance of the Purcell Commmunity Hall lies primarily in its architectural
style and workmanship. Reminiscent of a National Guard Armory, it has a style unlike any
other civic center constructed by the WPA in Oklahoma. Its artistic frieze, segmental arch
entry, vivid red hues of construction materials and cobweb masonry further set it apart;
indeed, make it a work of art. That it was constructed early in the life of the WPA program,
when the skills of workers still lacked refinement, makes the structure even more unique. It is
also significant because construction of it provided needed job opportunities for workers made
destitute by the national depression. The Community Hall is notable because it became a
central focus of community life and activity for the next 50 years.

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA:
Acreage: less than one acre Quadrangle: Purcell, Okla.
1:24,000/7.5 min.
UTM: 14 649600 3875680
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: Lot 1, Block 96, Purcell original plat.

PICTURE REFERENCE: 39-a; 39-b



