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SOURCE OF NOMINATION: Contract Survey
RED HILL PARK PICNIC PAVILION
LOCATION: 2nd and Polk Streets, Purcell, Oklahoma 040, McClain County 087

CLASSIFICATION: structure; public; public acquisition--N/Aj; occupied; unrestricted; present
use--recreation

OWNER: City of Purcell, 3rd and Main Streets, Purcell, OK 73080
LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION: McClain County Courthouse, Purcell, OK 73080
DESCRIPTION: excellent; unaltered; original site

Rectangular in shape and measuring 9 feet by 23 feet, the Red Hill Park Pavilion is
constructed of unrusticated and uncoursed native sandstone. It is enclosed on three sides, the
west one of which contains a large fire place and chimney. The side wall includes two window
openings without panes. The pavilion is covered with a gabled roof of wood shingles. The
pavilion is situated on an overlook high above the Canadian River.

SIGNIFICANCE: 1938; architect/builder: unknown

The Red Hill Park Pavilion is significant because it is the only intact structure
remaining of a remarkable recreational facility created by the WPA. Included within the park
were tennis courts, a swimming pool, a caretaker's cottage and other picnic facilities. The
pavilion, then, suggests the comprehensiveness of WPA recreational construction in Purcell
and elsewhere and demonstrates the agency's concern for the total development of
humankind. A recreational project was for it a "useful" project. Among the earliest WPA
activities in the community, construction of the pavilion and adjacent park also provided some
economic relief to destitute workers who had long been unemployed and on relief rolls.
Construction brought food and some self-respect.

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA:
Acreage: less than one acre Quadrangle: Purcell, Okla.
1:24,000/7.5 min.
UTM: 14 649610 3876670
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: Lots 5 and 6, Block 30, Purcell original plat.

PICTURE REFERENCE: 40



