OKLAHOMA LANDMARKS INVENTORY NOMINATION

Oklahoma Historic Preservation Survey, Oklahoma State University, 502 Math-Science Bldg.,
Stillwater, OK 74078

SOURCE OF NOMINATION: Contract Survey
WATSON SCHOOL CAMPUS (Two buildings)
LOCATION: Vicinity of Watson, Oklahoma 040, McCurtain County 089; Sec. 26, T1S, R 26 E

CLASSIFICATION: buildings; public; public acquisition--N/A; occupied; unrestricted; present
use--educational

OWNER: Watson Board of Education, Box 8, Watson, OK 74963
LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION: McCurtain County Courthouse, Idabel, OK 74745
DESCRIPTION: excellent condition; altered; original site

The Watson school campus contains two WPA structures: a school building and a
teacherage. A three classroom building, the Watson school is a single story, rectangular (55'x
40'") structure constructed of lightly tooled and barely coursed native sandstone. Covered with
composition shingles, the gabled roof is intersected by a frontal gable, the latter asymetrically
placed over an arched entryway with recessed double doors. Wood sash classroom windows
with concrete sills reach to the eaves. The building is well maintained. A small rock addition
on the south rear hardly impeaches the architectural integrity of the building.

The Watson teacherage is located some 100 feet west of the school building. Measuring
22 feet by 31 feet, it is a single story, wood frame structure with clapboard siding and a gable
roof. A small porch with a gable roof covers the front door. Windows are wood sash. Shotgun
in style, the teacherage has recently been covered with new siding. The latter, however, does
not impeach the integrity of the building.

SIGNIFICANCE: 1940; builder/architect: Okla. State Dept. of Education pattern book

The Watson school campus is one of the most attractive in southeastern Oklahoma. The
WPA buildings are significant because construction of them provided work opportunities for
unskilled and unemployed agricultural laborers situated far distant from any economic
activity. It is notable that the buildings still house the educational activities of the
community, suggesting the importance of the WPA structures in promoting learning in the
Watson area. They are unique architecturally because of type, style, scale, materials and
workmanship.

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA:
Acreage: Two acres Quadrangle: Watson, Okla.
1:24,000/7.5 min.
UTM: A--15 357050 3811340; B--15 357020 3811340

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: Situated on the SE edge of the Watson community, the
property begins 386 feet west of the NE corner of the SW 1/4, of the SW 1/4 of Sec. 26, T 1S,



R 26 E, and runs west 295.2 feet, south 295.2 feet, east 295.2 feet, and north 295.2 feet

- PICTURE REFERENCE: 127-A, 127-B, 127-C, 127-D



