OKLAHOMA LANDMARKS INVENTORY NOMINATION

Oklahoma Historic Preservation Survey, Oklahoma State University, 502 Math-Science Bldg.,
Stillwater, OK 74078

SOURCE OF NOMINATION: Contract Survey
WILSON SCHOOL GYMNASIUM
LOCATION: 222 NE Third Street, Wilson, Oklahoma 040, Carter County 019

CLASSIFICATION: building; public; public acquisition--N/Aj; occupied; unrestricted; present
use--educational

OWNER: Wilson Board of Education, P.O.Box 730, Wilson, OK 73463
LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Carter County Courthouse, Ardmore, OK 73402
DESCRIPTION: good condition; unaltered; original site

The Wilson School gymnasium is a single-story, essentially rectangular (125' x 95"
structure constructed of dark red brick. A building with a roof of two-tiers, the upper tier
covers the gym proper and is arched while the lower tier covers the front portion of the
building which houses classrooms. The front entry is recessed. Curved corners and brick
friezes give the structure a distinct art deco flavor. Windows are wood sash except on the
front where they are metal encased. Both have pre-formed concrete sills. The parapets are
capped with a concrete sill. Stepped pilasters on the side walls and concrete insets at the
entry add a decorative touch.

SIGNIFICANCE: 1938; builder/architect: Paul Harris

The Wilson School project provided employment for the needy citizens of the area. It
was undertaken at a time when school budgets were reduced to such an extent that it was
impossible for the local district to accomplish the project with its own resources. The
structure is an exceptionally handsome building, unique in its style, scale, and quality of
workmanship. The art deco influence makes it particularly notable. It has done much to
promote a sense of pride in the community of Wilson.

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA:
Acreage: Less than one acre Quadrangle: Healdton, Okla.
1:24,000/7.5 min.
UTM: 14 645520 3781250

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: Block 8 Hammons addition to Wilson original plat

PICTURE REFERENCE: 10-a; 10-b





