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Federal Writers! Projects of the -
Works Progress Administration

1734 New York Avenue, N, W.
Washington, Ds Ce

3 The American ?uide
.The chief undertaking before the Writers! Division, Professional
£ and Service Projects Section of the Wprks Progress Administration, 1s the
preparation of an encyclopedic publication entitled, "The American GuideM,
This Guide, which will be va,stlj more elaborate and detailed than any

guide hitherto published by a firm or city, will occupy five volumes of

600 pages each,

No section of the United States will be neglected by the Guide,
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Contents of The Guide

Natu | 43
aturally some communltlgs or sections of the country are

richer th i ' ' ; '
an others 1p Scenic, historic, commercial or other resources;

but such subjects of interest as are present in each community will be

studied and discussed in the reports and all matter whieh the editors

consider general in lnterest and value will be retained in the final

version.

Among the subjects to be investigated by The Guide workers are:

Genersl topography
Flora and fauns
Historical settings and backgrounds
Indian tribes and reservations
Archeological remains
Parks, national, state and city
TArmy.and-ﬂaﬁzy?osts,'armories, etc.
Monuments and landmarks
Literature, art, musie, drama
’Libfﬁ£j&$ gn@g?ﬁ;"w'
‘Educational facilities
. i vl ‘Societies and associations *
| i ~ Neighborhood architectur
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with each city, county and state for use in preparing local guides.
The local guides will supply a need that has not been adequately met

by existing compilations even in the older communities, where much has

All materlals, filed for the preparation of local éuides, will bear tne
stamp of authenticity placed on them by Federal experts. Their descrip-
tions, as well as the léss elaborate ones in The American Guide, will
tell not only of well recognized matters, but will also frequently revive
the memory of others which have been forgotten, or whose importance to

-

outsiders ig'unappreciated by those to whom.they have become commonplace.
Even such cities as New York-and Washington possess no thorough guides.
. Iest We Forget
In the process of gathering information for the American Guide

many odd facts will undoubtedly be discovered. An example of this arose

a few years ago, when the»&éﬁﬁifﬁiﬁgmghamber of commerce noted that the

stone on the grave of ﬁhogjgmff7-}?
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"Seeing America First"

The unsettled conditions in many foreign parts of the world
and the expense of travel abroad have turned the attention of Americans
to their own land as never before. The American Guide will enable the

sightseer, whether bent on a day's excursion or an extended tour, to find
fresh scenes to entertain him and to promote his knowledge of America.as.
a whole.
Unchartered Seas

Scattered through the United States are hundreds of communities
with distinctive cultural,'historic or economic traditions, known only to
a handful of people. Tourists miss them because they have no means of
learning that they exist or where they are.

An interesting illustration is presented by the village of Cape

May, New Jersey, for years a leading;eenter-in~the manufacture of gilt-
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external influerices for generations that they speak Seventeenthicentury

EnglishJ A comparable locality occurs in Montsna. The original settlers

were French Canadians who fled from Saskatchewan to the United States.
~after an uprising against thei¥ British conquerors. Here they intermarried
with the Indians. Although they have been given opportunities toileayn -
English, they still speakjEiéhteenth.Century'FrenchJ  Many'peop18 from
nearby towns visit them every christ;nas to observe their festivities.

e

Other'unusuél settlements may be ferreted out in the mouﬁtains of Kentucky'
and on islands off the coast of the Carolinas.

The American Gﬁide will also contain descriptions of sections
of the United States that .remain primitive WildefneSEes. One of these
areas is in Great SmokyﬁMaunﬁains Nati0na1 Park, which stretches from
eastern Tennesee intd western North Carolina. Most of the wilderness

section lacks';oads and even trails;_pSix.loftyjpeaks tower above the

surrounding country and'fdrm-the highest‘mqnnfain group east of the
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anti the Indian hceremc‘mial dances.
 Since 1926, .Miami, Florida, has been celebrating Ela,s‘ber with an

impressive interdenominational ceremony. Before dawn, often as many as

50,000 persons from the city and nearby towns assemble on the beach, Bands
and Choirs are grouped at one side, A giant cross, ;'Ln the Shallow water,.
can be seen dimly. Just as the sun appears behind the cross, the massed
bands begin to play, the choirs burst 'into song aﬁd the crowd joins in the
words, }

Examples of localities with peculiar flavors of their own are:
Woodstock, New York; Proirincetown, Massachusetts; and Carmel, Californiae
The influence of tilese centers through artists, playwrights and writers
upon temporary American culture has been marked, -

The bearing of racial g—ioup{s .on' the 1ife and customs of different

communities will be traced. in the G\nde artlcles. Information will be
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how far The American Guide will g0 beyond merely furnishing information

tor tourists. Many times a month, each person would welcome the bppor-

tunity to look into some comprehensive‘work of ready-reference for the

description of a town or locality which has been mentioned in casual

conversation or which has suddenly become of importance at the office..

Now, satisfactory information might not be found anywhere. The Guide,

priced at a nominal sum and S0ld by the rec gional volume, or as a set,

{11 : ; Tl Se :
will place its w1de‘varlety'ofL}niormatlon at the disposal of a multi-

tude. With its aid, looking up the description of a city or section

will be.aﬁ simple as looking for = topic in an encyclopedia. America

1s said to be the only lmportant eountry in the world which lacks a

substantial national guide.

Source Book,for School Children
"I should like to get a set of those Gulde'books for my

children, " sald.a.father in talklng w1th a Gulde representative. "Both

my'glrl, who is 1n.publlc sch001 and my boy, who 1s in college, con-
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Alsberg Heads Division

Mr. Henry'G..Alsberg, who heads the Writers' Division, has a

background whiqh qualifies him to select for The Guide matters which

will both interest and educate the readers. For a number of years, he

served as foreign correspondent for The New York Times, The New York

World, The Nation and The New Freeman. 1In this capacity, he covered
nearly every country of Europe, as well as Mexico on this side of the
Atlantic. Whi1§ abroad, he was for a time secretary to the American
Ambassado;.to Turkey.

While director 0f the Provincetown Theater in the Greenwich
Vlllage section of Néw York City, he galned additional insight into the
type of subjects which interest_thé pﬁblic and this also will have its
effect in llftln The Gulde oui of the category of mere "dry-as-dust!"

informative publications; He rec_ ed con31derable fame for his adapta-

”“L
f@f the most successful plays of
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road, may meander a small stream which would carry your canoe through canals

and rivers to some ‘inland sea or to the very ocean itself,

n : * _
Before wé set forth on our excursion, however, we have a draw-

back to overcome -- ignorance of where the trail or waterway leads so that

we can know what to prepare for. The desired information is usually not

availables The American Guide will answer such questions for ma.n:f‘wpros—

pective travelers by land or water,

"City-bound residents of moderate means are continually faced.
with the problem of getting away from their noisy environments on holidays

a:r_ld at week-ends., One cénnot simply pick at random a trolley line or subway
and expect to be carriéd into new and pleasing scenes, One must be guided
in choosing his .line- of transportation,

"We do not ‘i‘ntend to overlook the holiday throngs which, instead
of bé_ing outward-bbund from the cities, are inward—bound from the- country
districts in search of sig];ltxs‘ang_i pleasures. The Guide will reveal to 'i:he

country i)eOPIe the treasures of =the éities. In innumerable cases, we be-
lieve that residents of com.fmm:l.t:testpe_mselves w:'i.ll be made more conscious
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"Of course, we shall not neglect the traveler of means. Abundant

information for motorists, as well as travelers by rail or air, will be inclu-

ded, giving the best.routes of travel and telling of places worth seeing hoth

along the popular highways and the roads whichk iead off from the beaten track.

Gulde Will Aid Business

The stimulation®which will be given the "See America First" move-

ment through the publication of The American Guide and -the local guides

wlll have a favorable influence everywhere. Through the use of the guides, -

people will find new centers of interest in their towns-and vicinities which

they will want to visit for their own amusement and instruction or for the

entertalnment of‘guestsg' Americans are famous for their love of novelties

and The Guide will cutline tours of scende and historsc sights which will

make access to communities easy and pleasurable for strangers. This does
nov mean that The Guide will in any way interfere with private'pUblications.

On the contrary, by revealing the interesting sights to be encountered

along the highways and by-ways of the land, it should augment the use of

the private publications.
The nation-wide quickening of'interest in -‘the sights and ad-

vantages which America has to offer Americans will develop traffic most

5N
noticeably in many sections now unappreciated, divecting into their restaur-

‘ants, hotels, boarding houses and commercial estsblishments transient cus-—

tomers from many other cities and states.
The increased acquaintance with America by Americans, it is ex-
pected, will go much further than merely increasing the temporary satisfac-

tion of vacation-making, Families will.wish to relocate amid new scenes
where they+w1111haveﬁpieasanfer surroundings, or better educational advan-
tages fdr their'children, or where they can find more congenial forms of em-

ployment or outlets for their business enterprise.
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I lncreasing. Descriptions in The Guide will

ive forei i '
€ T gn Sightseers new ang stronger reasons for coming here. With

ery limited conceptions of what they want to

see and where they want to £0. Of course, all desire to visit New York City

and Washington, D. C.; they have all heard of Niagara Falls, the steel mills

of Pittsburgh, the stockyards of Chicago and the automobile plants of Detroit.

Unfortunately, the belief is current in some places abroad that the red-skins

still haunt the primeval foresis supposed to begin just north of Yonkers, and

that the traveler in America is constantly exposed to the danger of being

scalped.

Every community of the United States desires to assure foreigners

that it is competent to,pr0$5ct.visiters~as well as to show them sights to

-' 1‘_;-':1. 1:'| .t;:__' 3 '..:". :__'r.-t ..J ‘_. IR l\

interest and edify'thsm;. The Guaie w111 unquestionablj'glve smaller Commu-

nities the best 0pport
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prepared a period history of America and the American people which will far
tra?scend in 1ts variety of topics and accuracy of reporting the engraved
records left by ancient races. Hiétorians, generations hence, wiil look
upon The American Guide as a mine of information from which to reconstruct
the past and it will always, while civilization lasts, serve to assert and
establish countless details which form the background of Twentieth:Century
culture.
Conservation Stimulated
The inspirntion which localities will derive from having their

notable features presented to the world through an authentic publication

\

of the Government is expected to advance the efforts, now more or less
spdfédic, to preserve national 1itefaryﬂand historic- shrines, to exploit

scenic wonders and to develop natural advantages such as mines 'and quarries.

It is axiomatic that peoplewéfigﬁﬁﬁ£@§%§é$é their advantages and possessions
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Writers! Projects

One featurc of The American Guide will appecal alike to readers

and to students of local history, It is not generally realized how many

parts of the country have been uscd as settings for literary works, From

childhood, most of us have been familiar with such booﬁs as Washington

Irving's "Sketchbook" and with James Fenimore Cooper's "Leathcrstocking

" ; : L
Tales", which have thrown a romantic glamor about many natural featurecs of

New York State, such as the Gatskill Mountains and the Mohawk Trail, : e
research workers of The Guide will seek out all literary works with Local

settings and list them with the articles describing the scctions which

they have more or less immortalized,

-

Other Writers' Projects
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historical association files ang are believed to contain a vast amount of

.

ma?erial of scientific and historic ilmportance. The lack of adequate cata-

loguing now handi.caps the scholares ang writers who could make effective use

,» While a master inventory will

be placed at Washington, D. C. As the work proceeds, portions of the old

documents which seem part_icularl

- "
Ll

y interesting, or are of outstanding scien-

tific or historical importance,‘ will be made public. This project. will

also engage alla’.rge number of unemployed' writers.
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